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MATTER OF: Steel Style, Inc.

DIGEST:

Protest from firm not in line for award if
protest is upheld is dismissed because
protester does not have requisite direct
economic interest to be considered an
"interested party" under GAO Bid Protest
Regulations,

Steel Style, Inc. (Steel), protests the award of a
contract to any of the three low bidders under invitation
for bids (IFB) No. N62472-83-B-1470, issued by the Depart-
ment of the Navy to procure two 100-ton floating crane
barges. We dismiss the protest.

Section "K" of the IFB required bidders to insert the
name of the principle manufacturer of the barges and the
place where the barges would be manufactured for the purpose
of government inspection and acceptance. Steel contends
that the first three low bidders did not supply this infor-
mation and that their bids therefore must be rejected.

Steel asserts that, as the fourth low bidder, it should be
awarded the contract.

The Navy has submitted the abstract of bids for this
procurement which shows that Steel is the fifth, rather than
the fourth, low bidder. Under our Bid Protest Regulations,
a party must be "interested" before we will consider its
protest. 4 C.F.R. § 21.1(a) (1985). We have held that a
protester is not interested if it would not be in line for
award if its protest were upheld. Central Air Service,
Inc., B-218833.,2, May 21, 1985, 85-1 C.P.D., % 580, Since at
least one other bidder--the fourth low bidder--would remain
eligible for award even if Steel's protest against the award
to the three low bidders were successful, Steel is not an
interested party to protest and its allegations will not be
considered on the merits.
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In any event, the Navy has submitted section "K" of the
low bidder's bid, and it appears that this section was
properly completed.

The protest is dismissed,

Robert M. Strong
Deputy Associate
General Counsel



